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What is medical professionalism?

Definition?

What to measure?

How to measure?

It is an important yardstick for how well we train our medical students!











“art” 
or “obscenity” 

?

Michelangela’s’ David at 
The Galleria dell’Accademia, Florence



What is medical professionalism?

• Medical School Objectives Project Writing Group 
1999

• Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education 1999

• American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) 2002

• Scottish Doctor – Learning Outcomes for the Medical 
Undergraduate in Scotland (2000)

• “know it when they see it” ?



Learning outcomes – the Scottish model



A definition guiding assessment of 
professionalism

• Professionalism is demonstrated through a 
foundation of clinical competence, 
communication skills and ethical and legal 
understanding, upon which is built the 
aspiration to and wise application of the 
principles of professionalism: excellence, 
humanism, accountability, and altruism.

p.19 Measuring Medical Professionalism, edited by David 
Thomas Stern.  Oxford University Press 2006.



The case for measuring professionalism

• It allows the detection of extreme deviant 
behaviour.

• It allows the medical profession to provide 
formative feedback to physicians across the 
educational continuum.

• Perhaps measures can be used to reward those 
physicians who are most altruistic, humanistic, 
and compassionate.

• It allows educators to detect changes in 
professionalism after educational interventions.
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Verghese A.  Culture shock – patient as icon, icon as 

patient.  NEJM 2008; 359:2748-2751.



Don’t turn a blind eye……..

http://hulubei.net/tudor/photography/O/l/Old-Man-3/Old-Man-3-25.html




教授, 教我點樣做
個好醫生?


